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SOME NEW BOOKS.

At the Back of China.

It.is fortunate for readers that it waa
some eix years ago put into the mind of
the VicomTe, n'OLLose, Captain in the
French army and anthor of I'n Forbidden
China (Small, Mayvnard & Co)y that the
western provinees of China, from the

northern houndary of French Indo-China |

to the Gobi Derert and the Great Wall in
Mongolia, offered one of the few fruitful
fields for exploration left on the surface
of a planet mostly exhausted and “done
to death ™ iz enthusiasm enlistod the
interest of all the French institutions con-
sarned in the possible results of his eox-
plorations, Finally the French Ministry of
War granted the necessary permission

to the four members of the mission, all’

four of them of the army, three com-
missioned officers and the fourth n ser-
geant-major who has sinee obtained his
commission. One of the officers was
eapecially equipped for geogravhical and
topographical research (in the
of the expedition he discovered that on
the accepted maps an important river
in set down nearly sivty miles from its
actual line); another was a sinologue
with five vears of residence in China
behind him; the sergeant was the quar-
termaster of the expedition. It dise
appeared into  the unknown

north of Indo-China in August, 1908, and

t‘mlrm'l‘

to the

hold in great. horror. Then a reaponsible
Lolo hecame guraty for him and his party.
The Iolos were found to he a peculiar
people Their socinl «yvstem is the fondal.
iEm of a pgstoral nation. The eare of
flocks and herds {5 “the ocenpation of a
gentleman * Horsemanehip and gkill in
argms are esgentin! to his character The
(arms are bows nnd arrows and long lances,
from fifteen to twenty foet i« ctent
| Fircarms  ara oftener seen than heard
| Thewy are owned pnd shown, though mostly
of an antiquated pattern, but mainly =
{articles  of  bric-a-brac,  soeing  that
_f'rll'frl-h:ﬂu are almost unattainable and
lrh.-n crude gunpowder appears to e un
Cknown. Never, at the hack of China, did
the revolver practice of the Frenchmen
Hail 1o execite wonder Ry showing  off
L with his pistol Capt. d'Ollone evaded the
challenge of a chieftain to bend his how,
which the explorer ascortained by private
Hrials he could no more move than the
Lanitors the bow of Ulyseen  ‘The Lolo
nohles and all Loles are noblea, are phy-
| mical giants in strength as in stature
Agrienlture is beneath thom,  Such tillage
pas the re s s releaated to serfe, Chinear
viptives or the deseendanta of such, who
are despiged accordinely, Purity of blood
(is mnch more carefully preserved than
Lis usnal in such relations When illieit
interconrse i discovered hotwoon oane of
the npper and one of the lower elass both
partics are expected to commit auicide
The TLolog are compelled to find mates

emerged into the comparative familiaritvgin thoir awn elass, and there marrlage is

and civilization of Mongolia sometimein
the summer of 1008. Oddly, almost on
the day of ita emergence, it encountoarad
another expedition, also French, which
had been projected across Asiafrom west
to east while itself was painfully working
up from routh tonorth. Fach expedition
had through all ita vicissitudes reserved a
single hottla of champagne for great
emergencies, At the meeting, which oc-
curred at Leang Chau, in Mongolia, in
July, 1909, it was unanimously voted
that the emergency had arrived and the
bottles were emptied

After baing duly overhauled by the
scientific bodies conecerned the scientifie
results of the d'Ollone mission are to be
set forth in seven volumes, doubtless of
a value proportionate to their bulk and
thelr illegibility. The resulta are thus
summed up by the leader of the expedi-
tion: “Five thousand miles of itineraries,
of which 1.870 were absolutely unknown;
2,000 photographs of types, costumes,
monuments and characteristic  land-
scapes; more than two hundred complete
anthropological mearurements, forty-six
voecabulariea of non-Chinese dinlects,
four dictionaries of native characters
previously unknown or undeciphered,

monogamons with the exeepticn that,
in ease of harrenness, the husbhand s al-
owed to take another wife to perpetuate
his  family  The pesition of woman
ntherwise pecalls Tabitus's “Germania®
and s adapted to exeite the envy of a
suffragette. Her chélee i nowise con-
strained, provided she marries in her own
“sot " After marriage she returns to her
parents if and when she chooses, and the
deserted husband has no recourse but to
renew  his courts<hip, at his own risk
If he fails to induece his wife to return to
him, he naturally becomes ridiculons, but
she incurs no social or other penalties by
defusal

The fimat atages of the journey north-
ward from Lololand were not very event-
ful, exeept for some tremendous climbing,
from 1,50 feet to 10,000 in two days, the
explorer reckone,  There is, of course, a
great rise from the starting point on the
China Sea to the “Roof of the World” in
Tibet. On this journey, however, the
explorer was lueky enough to gecure rub-
hinga of two Lolo inscriptions of ancient
date and 1o compile from them a vocabu-
lary which Chinese acholars assured him
contained characters that had not been
in use sinee 0 B C. He passed also

dently. It is one of the most remarkable
achieavementa in patient scholarsiip of
modern times and, almost from the time
the colloctoras of words hocan work, has
been full of aurprises  to men who had
reason to think that they knew gamethongs
abonut English, Words that aeemed 15 Lo
mexlern glang have turned ont to be old
and rmp--a-m’.ln forms;, words a 'n'vllliw!
by all as long established have heen dis

covered to he of comparatively recent
origin,  Many have heen traced o the
anthor wha tirst used them, many ety-
mologies have been gkhown o he incorrect,
others have beenset tlod, and plenty of hard
nuts have been left for future philologists
to crack. The chief serviee the dictionary
has done probahly, has been to estabilizh
the history of each word ona tirm founda

tion by giving the evidencs, so far as il
goes, showing the forms each has taken,
the different shades of meaning it has
parsed through, and giving chapter and
versa for every stntoment . It has changd
the received views in go many points that
the hooks on language addressod to the
general public by men like Max Mullor,
W. ). Whitney, Archbishop Tronch, Tsuac
Taylor and others, which were popular
and deservedly estoomed a generation
ago, must now b remd with  caution
and all require revision,

It is not go surprising that bonks in-
tended to make popular the knowledge
acquired in the compilation of the diction
ary should now appear, as that they should
have been go long in coming.  Two small
volumes on quite different plans, but both
inspired by the dictionary, have appeared
at the same time.  The English Lanyuage,
by LouaN Prearsann Ssirn, MoA
part of the useful seriea of little hooks in
the “Home University Library,” published
by Williams and Norgate in London and
Henry Holt and Company in New York
It deals intentionally with generalitios
and is in substance a history of the devel
opment of the language,with philosophical
comments on the part of the author, with
such examples from the dictionary as
demonatrate the point he wishes to make
It is a book for the general public rather
than the student of language The Ro-
manee of Worda, by ERNkstT WELKLEY,
M. A, professor at University College, Not-
tingham, on the other hand, reads like a
collection of excerpts, gatherad to demaon-
strate an account of the language, which
the author hardly thinks it necessary to
write out. He has collected many inter
esting etymwologies, which are all to the
point. and will be useful to specinlists
A striking peculiarity of both hooks i= that
the authora are inclined to pass over the

particularly with the meanings of words
the branch now called semantics. It jooks
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phonetics of the language and to deal more |
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clenror for the livman, Wa quote his
explanation of sreaniiaen.  “English green
harn hikensan inevpeconesd person toan
animal whow horne hnve just begun to
. I Gerean Gelbsehnabel,  yeol
Iow hill, ! Proncl bee jaune, wo have
the moiaphior of flodglineg, Tadwig
I--u‘lmn tethaehnatel Ly “echitty faee”
ehit cognnte with Kif ten, bwing a gen-
oral term in Middie English for a young
animal  From hee joune wea have Scofs
becjem,  Ffreshiman ot the university.
Cotgrave spells the French word bejaune,
and gives, s he usuadly does for such
words, a4 very full gloss, which happens,
by excontion, o he quotable A novioe,
# Lt prention to, or young heginner in, a
trade, or art: ales, a simple, igeorant,
nnexperisnesd neso; n rode, unfashioned,
hiome-hred hoydon; n sot, ninny, doult,
noddy; one that's Liankt, and hgth nought
tosny, whon he hath most need to speake.’
This is charmeterictio of the old diction-
ary mokers. The gem of my colloction
i Ludwig's gloss for Limmel, ‘a long
hibber, a lizy lubibar, o gloneh, a lordant,
A lordane, a looby, a boohy, n tony, a
fop, a dunce, n simpleton, A wise-acre,
n mot, a logpor-bead, a block-head, a
nickampoon,  a lingerer, a drowsy or
dreatuing sk, a pitl-garlick, a slowback,
a lathback, a pitiful sneaking follow, a
lingis, a tall <lim follow, a slim long back,
a great hefellow, n lubhberly fallow, a
lozol, an awkward fellow." " It makos ns
wish that some one wonld reprint the old
dictionarios, which are too good to be
monopolized by book colleetara,

He gives a brilliant example in warning
against aecepting ®hvious etymologies
before they have been proved. “Cam-
bridge appears to be the bridge over the
Cam.  But the river's older name, which
it preserves above the town, is the Granta,
tand Bede calls the river itself Granta-
cester,  Camden notes that the country
Pwas called ‘in the English Saxon’ Grent-
brigsevre, and comments on the double
I name of the river.  Nor can he easily
!beleeve that Grant was turned into Cam;
for this might seeme a deflexion some
what too hardly streined, wherein all
the letters but one are quite swallowed
I"»I|:l ' Girantabrigge became by dissimila-
|tion  Gantabrigge, Cantabrigge, Cante
{brigge, and by assimilation Cambridge,
| the river being rechristened from the name
(of the town.” Another curious instance
| is petrorel, a flintlock firearm, in size be-
| twoeen ar® arquebus and a pistol, spoken
lof aslateas Walter Scott: Onthestrength
‘of a Frenen form, poitrinal, it has been
|eomnectad witn poitrine, chest.  Ambroise
i Pard, the Huguenot surgeon, explained
that it was =o called because it was fired,
ot from the shoulder but from the cheet,
i which Prof Weekley thinks would have
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thirty-two Lolo manuscripts, 225 inscrip-
tions relating to historical events in
Chinese, Sanskrit, Tibetan, Mongol, Man-
chu, Arabie and Lolo: the almost unique | the exjploration of the country of the
and undiscoverable monographe of fort¥-{reqlly independent Mino-Tze ke had in-
two cities, numerous weapons, utensils, | rpistod to a snbordinate and is only able
examples of pottery, paintings, currenicy. o to!l about them at gecond hand and in o
&ae., and. finally. an abundant harvest of | oga nieresting wav then that in which
observations.” For the purposes of the | n records his personal observations. He
ordinary reader, however, the best result Lyalies jt clear enough, though, that they
of the expedition is the present l""'l"l'"“"ll')' another extensive tract of China
volume by its chief. Capt. d’Ollone i=an {with a race entirely alien to any of the
excellent and practised writer ar well as { 1aces which, or the mixture of which, we
a keen observer. He was already the | pacognize as Chinese; that they constituta
author of u hook on “Progressive and | another tribe, or nationality, of “the non-
Mi"lﬂl‘l_‘ China,” in which he maintained : Chiness in Ching.® I"prh'“-ns he greatest

!

]

through & atrip of the country of the
Miao=Tze which had never been brought
into complete gubjection to Chira,  But

that, quite contrary tothe commaon Botion, | yrjumph of this detashed exploration was
the Chinese are a Lighly religicus and at [ ha finding and photographing of “the
bottom a fighting people, two proposi- | granite #upa,” an octagonal monument of
tions to which he frequently recurs in stories carved with great and
these pages. TwooftheTibetanchanters oo alaboration and Bakiitit Whikt the
of this book h.n\'mllx'vnd)’nI'I-g'-lr""_‘-h Lae [ #Xplorer declares to be “the only insorip-
Revue des Dour Mondra. The Frenchlyoy jn sanskrit vet unearthed * The
text is well translated hy Bernard Miall, | jaie gasizned to it is from the tenth to the
and.rivalled in interest by over a hundred | )0 00 contury.

good photogruphs which lllfn-tr_.‘ll-- it Attar thess aXoursions ihe reonitad
For all popular purposes it is likelyto texpedition started again from Yunnan Sen
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remain the record of the d' Ollone mission | ¢, j1g axploration of the country of what |

of 1008-00, the Chinese call the *Western barbarians.*

The countries of the Lolos and the o gy Ag soon as it broke new ground
Mino Tze, the foriner aimost due nerth ' b north of Lololand it found itself in
and the latter northeast of TongKing, were | o oouneey unguestionably  Buddhist, and
the first objectives of the expedition. The wapersed at frequent intervals with
entrance to either Yunnan Sen

this Chinese city it was from the frontier | oepr unvisited by white man, had never

To |l Buddbist monuments which, if not alio- |

"‘"‘ ”"’luﬂhf”;“"' ];“"";.". r;:“““"'“}"“"“}"":l.i.....n disastrous. Mingheu wava it was
i the rule of the phonetician, Who his nas i A e 3 ' ™
{the upper hand in philology and even in |‘::E| t:nll:ll-‘.unr 1ins :\l::‘lt-‘l“:l‘;:\ﬂlzl t:l.
literature for a generation past. or perhaps oo 0000 ]"_”_“f kil AN OELE:
it means a belief that the phonetic part of | 5 g i 3 ‘ d
[ thers follos ut Cotgrave

philological work has been done and that | B Quiiet [,' I,',"‘,ml . B ‘ﬁ
R g b o & G akbect o | By es French “pdtrinal, a petronell, or
| +E AR WM IUNELeLULTIILG Ak el horseman’s peece”; and this is borrowed
] Jnogl ) It in Boglish the | Pither from Italian pefronello. pietronello
]ll:ltnﬂ;}tﬂ?‘.:xfd;:?::l.: l‘r:‘hrﬂ::;‘zl“[‘r I-:a t-.:- HFlorion or Spanish pedrefial, *a ]".”(mlnnl
‘ ‘ i orseman’ ita dict ilice
Arvan language. 1t is interesting to note ""‘!:r':' . 'il" ..rrl.‘""r :\‘I'l:'nl-l;l-“llqm:[li:nilh
the change that has taken place in ideas :.“_;;”_l a:\ .'l .'“H Minsheu knew the
':"l";‘""‘;“F;m"mlt“:‘"""":‘ -ﬂ‘a-‘:"‘.'-l"‘-“.':-‘l"|..r:‘.~m of thy word, though he followed
AA though the be “" LY i| "'l‘“‘“' WOUS Lo fietion in his other dietionary.  All
rvan race ia now abandoned, e evi=jeo,, tomne go back to pietra or piedra,
?Il‘l’lm of language shows a (|':\r:|=t|:11r\'.;”“n"‘ flint. The new weapon wasnamed
It ot .n' RO M.Ml e "“‘f”“'_ Welerim it ohief feature, the substitution

have little or no historical knowledge oo 0 giniock (or the old matehlock.

LY
"'f any of the Aryan people, before about | proe Woekiey gives an instance of the
(1,00 BC, y

| Beyond that period to the |0 q0ns dictionary makers are indanger
'time of the primitiva Arvans there o making when they horraw from others.
| atretches a gap, probably of many thon- | The derivarion of curmudgeon is still

peece

{#and vears, which we can only eross oniyinawn, ot when Dr. Jdohnson wis
this frail bridge of words. The CArLest working on his dictionary some  one
pioneers in language created for them-| G ppnaed  that it came  from  cour

selves out of a few old and hatterad words | 0ohunn, wo he printed: “It is a vitious
the picture of a kind of terrestrial para- 000 of pronouncing caour méchant, Fr.
dise, which they located in the centie L yninown correspondent,”  honestly
of Asia, where five or aix thousand vears giving his autherity. Dr. John Ash
ago they believed that the ancestors ¢onowed with his dictionary and gave
of the Aryan races dwelt together W pe gertvation, “From the French ewmur,
pastoral and poetic simplicity and plents . yni000wn, and mechant, a correspondent.”
Hecent criticism  has destroved  wuch s plaring blunders and misprints have
of that beautiful picture. Fven the n rise 1t words” that are
Asiatic home of the Aryans is no loner ded from one did

Vi to *ghost

of Tongking, when the expedition started
®ix vears ago, sivtesn doys ride on horse.
hack., But Capt. d'Ollone regretfully
records that the details of the jonrney are
no longer worth recarding. seeing that
gince it was made a riilway opened in
1910 enahles the distance to he made in
two days. The Lolo eountry was st-
tractive to the French explorer on sceonn!
of ite inaccessitility. It is hardly un

i
eXAggeration tosay that no winte man had ||

visited it before him  Even the inde.
fatigable English traveller Colberne Hi-
ber had heen compelled to turn buck at
the frontier. Capt. d'Ollone relied, and
as it turned out with justice, upon the
intarvention of A French priest then stq-
tioned on the border of the Lolo country
as “pro-vicar apostolic,® but since made
a hishop in those parts,

The ordinary atlases recognize the posi-
tion of the Lolos as foreigners in the Chi-
ness Empire by outlining their possessions
in a different tint from their surroundings.
The Lolo country in fact constitutes ati-
other Andorra, though of far greater ex
tent and of much greater population
Loloa are not (Chinese in o pearance, in
language or in manners and customs
The deflant topknot they wear {n place of
the queque of servitude is a hadge of dis-
tinetion and, as they are justitied in feel-
ing, of superiority, Their inaccessibility
has protected them thus far, their inacoos-
sibflity and their military prowess. “The
mountain nymph sweet Liberty" again
vindicates herself. It in also true that
they have little which foreigners covet
The *wax Insect,” which has the secret
of extracting merchantable treasure from
the trees of the hot Chinesa plains i 1self

obtained only in “The Great Cold Moyn-

tains,” which, according 1o the loal loen
tion, are the home of the Lolos.  The Chi
nese traders visit Lololund in quest of the
inseact, Soma Lolo takes them under his
protection and becomes responsible for
thelr good hehavior, naturally for a con-
sidaration paid in advanee. The life of
a Chiness without this protection i not
worth a day’s purchiuse.  On the other
hand Lolos may safely enter Chinese topri-
tory, only leaving their arnis with some
munieipal official when they suter a town,
to bo resumed when they leave it,  Asa
guarantes of their good behavior ta Chj-
nese on Chinese territory they leave bos-
tages with the local authorities.  More-

over, tha Chiness pay an anotaal teilgte

to the nearest tribe of Lolos to be gecnred
from molestation.  Capt. d'Ollone cavs
“elan” instead of tribw.  And, indesd, the
relations of the warlike Lolos with 1heir
richer industrial nelghbors recall those of
the Scottish Highlunders hefore the o).
armament, a8 they wore also rocallal by
stevenson in Polyuasio, whera the e
cossibility of insusanty is substituted for
that of altitude,  Like the other bighiland
ers, the Lolos have their excellent poins,
Thelr hospitality s nvialabde. Thiunk

ta tha good affices of s missionares, ol

that the Fronch explorer bd todom order

o g entranes to the thooretically
bidden country was to give an u
Thiat he wos not sesbing 1o “locate e

tinr

clalme"” u provess which the numt.l.unuvr.l w

The

surunes |

before bwen visited by white men fur-
nished with cameras.  As has been said,
1t was a tremendoss olimb, and upon ar-
*nvir,g a* the great Tibetan platean the
rexplorer was impressed with the languor-
|ous and meandering curves of great riv-
jers, succesding the awift torrenta of the
cacent, and winding their a'moat |evel
way 1an feer abiove seq level, The
jack horse had given way as a heast of
| P en to the vak, #ven to two kinds of
jvak, the cne a comparatively tame and
{ villatie animal!, being & cross of tha real
vak with the common cow, the other the
real native vak, much iarger and much
Vless tractable. A land of linge, florce
mas' 1%, of flocks and herds and lamas
I.'Ll‘.l| Iamiseries On the treelves wastes

‘argol,” A cryptic name for the dried
dung of anmima's, and the search for 1t gt
those attitudes and in the timea of fleree
s oftenamatterof tfe gnd death
I'he narrative becomes one of hairbresdrh
ewcapen from periis of all kinds, peria of
the elements and peri!a of hogtile nativea,
whether li or inhospitahle
tamas. [t is a wonder how the explorers
survived it all

But their luck was marvellons, first in
fatling in with the inevitahle and in
dispensable French missionary  just in
the nick of time, the missionary familiar
with the “customs of the country.” Then
in fulling in, again in the nick of 1me
with the areat semizannual caravan which
visita the platenn to bring what it neads
from without, mainly tea, and to carry
away in return the hides which constitute
the one “money crop” of the pastoril
fpopnlation. Tho &xpedition did not go
toLhinssa, ke the Britisio military exped) -
tion of 1w, It did better by going to
Lhabrang, wherehy its chief wias enahled
to interview the Dalai Lama, the “Living
Bucddhn®™ whom the British scared away
from his eapital, and who had up till then
heen seen by very fow white men, one of
the few being Mr. Rockhill, at present
Amerigan Ambassador to Conatantinaople
The Dulai Lama Capt. d'Ollone not only
saw bt aceompamed Tor the first stage
of his journey to Pekin 1o vulgarize
himsall for the first tima in history,

It is a fascinating story.  The teller
of it has a literary gift much beyond
whnt usaally falls to the ot of an explorer,
a @it of specialation as well us of dnserip-
Lot writes much better, in fact, than we
have rodson 1o expect of a nan who can
do thungs as well as desceribe them. It
world have beon vain to hope that an
P Enghst wreitivg explorer wonld make so
| w story. But throughout this
| Fronchman's modest narrative it is plain
thit he owes Lis sccrgs even more to
Lpluek toan to laek, that he has in tull
Ctnestire the virtae ol dogged persoverance

Wlizzard
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wittehs we are fond of claiming as excly-
{ sively “Auglo-Noaxon”
] New Lilght on English Speech,
I "Phe e Oxfoird thetlopnory of the
| Bl latgriagges, pvgeoted and carried
o by Precdannee Mounray end his asson iate s,
\ vl | far that i
nac ady g | far that s caupdo tion
Wi @ short tune s vapected contis

of the roof of the world the only fuel js!

generally believed in, and the most wide s
accepted of current views probalily
that which placea their home in the sout h-
ern part of Russia, whenoe at their separu-
tion the Indian and  Persian  branch
wandered toward the Fast, the Slavs
and Teutons into the German forests,
and the Greeks toward Greece, while
the ancestors of the Calts and Romans
followed the course of the Danube toward
Italy and Gau).®

A corrected picture of the early nomad

c I=

words common to all langnages, and
later one of the dove when the Teatons
had wandered off by them=elves.  He
binlds u 0 sketehes of the enlture of aicn
{eontury, when he comes ta historie times,
from the additions to the English vocatng-
lary of the time. sketehes that seem more
and more fanciful as he approaches our
day His chapter on the enrichment of
the English languace by individual writors
also very interesting, though
axamples may arouse scepticism lhe
surprises that the readers’ slips for the
dictionary have caused are many  We
ey quote some of the words acequired
by the lnngnuge from the medical thear jes
of the thirteenth and fourtesnth cen-
turtes.  These were in the main the Greele
theory of “humours" aftor it had passed
through the Arab schoal, it helivved 1hat
the hody of man contained four humours
ar liquids, blood, phicagm, vellow bile o
choler and black hile imelanchaly ) Fram
these we have gained the words, s
guine, phlegmatie, cholerie, good hum-

e BOTe

lost the sens=e of Lquid that we speak of
dry humor; lkewize temperamen:, which
meant a duae mixture of the humors, and
complexion with the sume signiticanes
With these should be joined, spirited,
animal  spirits, vitul,  patural, cold
blooded, hearty, eordial, hyvpochondriy.
enl. hipped,  rheumatic and  conpnon
sense. From the astrology  that  was
interwoven with medicine canie Junatio,
jovial, waturnine mercurial,  inflaenes,
dikaster, predominant, conjunction, o
~ition, aspect, disposition, while motar
when it first appeared in English mieant
primum mokle.  There is much oiurions
information to bhe learned about other
things than langunge for the stadent
who will truee a few of the words jn this
list through the dictionary

Prof. Weekley in his
himself to the main sources of English
the Latin and Teutonie languages, thoneh
he goes outside theso limits whenever hie
chooses,.  His examples of early moan
ings are mainly Elizabethan, ot he shows
the wide range of his reading and his
modernity by quoting not only My Kin
ling and Mr. Pett Ridgs but also Amor
cnas ke My Meredith Nicholson aned My

b

Harrison's “Queed™; his  most gmigoang
extracie, however, are from the wgrly
dictionnry makers, Floreo, Cotgrave

Min

shen and  Ladwig vy

(T ™
ehapters contiats a mass of entertan e
materinl and he shows o strong e as ol
Furmeor in his comments, whocl will o os
e eadar degtol thal s s bl e
ll-un(l lumesll more and make his mvauing

Taye in drawn by Mro Smith from these |

“ Mo jeune (e

gred. humorous and humor, and have s |

restricts |

wnary into another.
Fhus in Mamwavring's “Seaman’a Dic-
tionary " (i1 the old word carvel, applied
[ tova special build of ship, was misprinted
fearnell, and that word persisted in even
nieal dictionaries to the end of the
cighteenth century,

We can only quote at random from the
maore systematie parts of Prof, Weekloy's
book.  Under the “wanderings of words”
L he gives hissar, which entered Germany
51'74 m Hungary. where it

booter: ths came from Servia, where it
alsa weans pirate, and 15 derived from
aGireok torm of the Vilgar Latineursarins,
Ifrom currere, to run, whicrh is alsa the
arigin of our corsair.  He thought the
word ampersand for & was absolete, but
ran acro=s ioin two suceessive days in
Quitiler-Cone b and Peo-Ridge,  “Children
used to repeat the aiphabet thus - A per
e A, B per ge Boana =0 on to And per se
And " As examples of degeneration in
words he gives the terms for woman
“Phus hussy, housewife; quean, woman;
wench, childy have al sorbed such adjec-
[tives as inpudent, idle, light, saucy, &e,
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I\ ith wench, sull used without any dis-
’|.,u.|g“.¢, selise by country folk, we
| may cotapare Fronch garee, lass, and

LGorman Dirve, maid  servant, boih of
whic hare now ansultiag epithets, but, in
i thee older language could be applied to
I,|..,“. of Are and the Virgin Mary respec-
ftively, Garce  was  replaced by tille,
which has acquired in 1ts turn a meaning
| 2o ofensive that it has now  given way
Mins is probably the Low
LGerman minsk, German Mensch, human,
bt also used an the sense of  wench
| These exatuples show that the indignant
[ “Who are you calhing o woman’?' is philo-
Diogeeally e all Brebthood a case of in-
telhgent antcpation.”  “In 1907 a play

!I.,- J M. Svnge war produced  in
Pibwblin, bt the andence broke up in
Fdisorder a0 the word =hiti. This is all the
| more hadicrons when we reflect that
Pshaft, change of raime i1 18 itself an enriy
i- uphemist for smock.™  “We have the
fabsurd natie pocket Landkerchiof, which

pov et hand cover head, for a
comparatively modern convenicnee, the
cirlier names of which have more of the
directness of thae Arttul Dodger's “wipns,'
*I{.n Jop=on calls 1oa mnekinder.” We
[ regret tha forbids onr touching
1h abtndan: etymaoldgies of
| projer for which he seems to
hiave o weakne:
i There s nowa page of Prof. Weekley's
| hook that does not provide matorial like
this for the philologist's enteriainment.
Choas dithiealt to read consecuiively, how-
Jover, Tor ihe satne reasen chae the di
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VORArY 1s Fuery oo into 10 will repay
cihe readder toth ths and Mr. Smith's
vl hook show the advance made in

Plangnage mondios i the past Jow vears.
N b sl have b poseibie without
the Murcray di conary
1
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recalling that no man s a hero {o his
valet, will ha apt to expect an exposure
rather than an appreciation. In fact
he will be apt to finigh the book with a
higher apinton of his subject ana human
belng than he had before.. Francois
confineg himself to the human aspect
of his hero (In spite of the proverb),
and doer not get up for a lterary critic.
He gives us some Interesting detalls of
the novelist's productivity. This was
In truth enormous, and readers are apt
to be blinded to it by the fact that the
aggregate of his “life work” I8 not be-
vond the average, forgetting in how
short a time It was produced. For
Mauparsant did not begin until he was
30, and dled at 43, the last two years
having been unproductive, 8o that
all his work was In effect done In
a decade. Taking that Into considera-
tion, and taking also the meticulous care
which marks hism work, which has little
of the character of Improvisation and
much that of deliberate artlstry, and it
I8 clear that he kept at it very closely
for there ten productive years,. We are
prepared for Francols's assertion that
when he had the indiscretion, one day
on the Riviera, to look over the day's
work, he found it to cover thirty-
seven  foolscap pages.  Looking iInto
the kitchen of the Paris flat one evening,
the writer broke out to his valet, who
was also at the time his cook and fac-
totum: “Everywhere 1 maw a violent
current rising and about to swallow up
all members of soclety who don’t know
how to defend themeaelves by the whole-
some habita resciting from ateady
work. Work is such a delightful thing
a8 long ar health lasts. I do not know,
but 1 really think I could not ghve up
work. Sometimes 1 may have sald 1
worked only because 1T wanted money.
It is not quite true; there are things [
love to write about.” Evidently, from
the results, he was far from being a
“frivele.”

Naturally, Maupaseant did not talk
liternture to his servant, even when
in the course of the ten years ser-
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vice the servant had become his
friend. But he thought aloud before
the quick witted valet, upon whom

nothing seems to have been lost. His
idolatry of his baptismal and liter-
ary godfather, Flaubert, comes out in
the course of these walks and talks.
He wae delighted to hear that Fran-
cois had read “Madame Bovary” and
“Salambbho,’ and praised the deliber-
atlon of Flaubert even at the expense

of his own Impetuosity, saying that
“Salambbn” was worth the fiftecen
years {t had cost “the finest brain of

our century.” He even gave hints
of his own method. *“You understand,
Francols, to see and to distinguish, the
eye must be educated; therefore, when
yvou look you must notice everything;
|never he content with want of preci-
ininn; you must give time for the eye
to define and to follow out those things
which are but faintly visible, It is
only by slow and patient practice
that ¥you can make your eyves do all the
work of which they are capable.” That
he practised what he preached is plain
enough to every reader of his things.
It Is equally plain from this narra-
tive, which often recounts the delib-
eration and absorption with which he
examined a new environment, in North
Africa, In the Alps or where not. “To-
day 1 forwarded to Parls the manu-
script of ‘le Horla', before a week
rlapsen all the papers will publish that
I am mad. It is just as they please,
but 1 am perfectly mane, and knew
very well what 1 was doing when 1
war writing that tale.”

But what glimpses we get here about
the literary theory and practice of the
novelist are episodical. The book is
about the man. He was a huge enjoyer
who made the most of all his oppor-
tunities in that way. Henry James In
his admirable criticlsm of a quarter of
a centiury ago notes from the work it-
self that “his Instrument is that of the
senses, and it s through them
alone or almost alone that life ap-
peals to  him, They render him
this great assistance because they
are evidently, in hi= constitution, ex-
traordinarily alive, there s scarcely a
page In all his volumes that does not
testify to their vivaclty.” One = still
more strongly reminded of this by this
chronicle of the last decade of the
writer's life. His locomotive propen-
sity seems almost morbid. One does not
understand how a writer can be so little
rooted and In appearance so restless
and yet acomplish so much, To be
sure, in compressing the events of ten
years into a volume, the flittings natur-
ally fill a larger space on the printed
pages than they did In faet. But the
sensuons charm of climate was what
primarily kept Maupassant moving., He
had a place, though apparently not an
inherited place, in his native Normandy,
whither he resorted the autumn.
When tue Parislan winter became un-
pleasans to him, he packed up “his
dictionaries,” as the valet tells ux, and
was off to his own housge or his own
apartment on the Riviera, spending
much of his days and some of his nights
on his hoat. He even managed to do
rome writing afloat. His beur, when he
first toak Francols to the Maditerranean
with hia, was a small crait, too small
for voyuges, on which ha kept one
“hand.” When his firat gresat success
came to him, he bought a larger one
which took two men before the mast
and was really seaworthy; gratefully
naming her the “Hel Ami” In honor of
the “book that had helped him” to
indulge In her. The skipper was a
capltal mallor himself, as his boatmen
gladly owned, a capital oarsmen and a
capftal swimmer, He was a crack shot
also with plstol or fowling plece. To
show off to Francols he “called” the
leaf he was about to shoot from a tree,
and it came down, at a distance mens-
ured by the valet of twenty-elght
paces, Bix friends came to him at
Etretat for a day's shooting of guall
and puartridge, and his bag at the end
of the day wagr by far the Liggest, In
England he would have passed for an
“all round man”  Readers who know
him only by the photographs and who
would take him from them for a son of
the Midi rather than of Normandy will
be gurprised by the testimony of Fran-
cols that his mustache was “falr” and
his halr brown,

Few men wera better equipped for
“the joy of living,” and few men can
have enjoyed life more than he enjoyed
it until the collupse came. His chosen
companions were by no means the It
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pear that he wrote them. But his
habltual assoclates were not the men
of hig own guild, nor Indeed men ov
women of any specialty,  He liked pro-
ple with whom he conld piny pranks
on whom he could even play practieal
Jokes, as when at a place Le had for the
geason down the Selne he arrangcd
that the clocks shoulid be set back s=o
that his guesta might lose the last train
to Parig, or when he sent to a ladies’
luncheon a box to he opened at table,
from which when the Hd was tuhen off
wns eprung a flight of dolle 0t s
noted as unlque that an FEnellsh noble-
man who spent a week at Firetat hod
not a single trick playved upon him.
But even this favored gucst his host
could not forbear from hoaxing lle
told ¥rancols afterward: “I went 1o
#ce the monagtry of the BRenedletines
at Fecamp with Lord He also
wanted to see the Malzon Tellier, which
& situated In reality at Itouen, but 1
had my reasons for transporting the
story to Fecamp. 1 showed him a house

at Fecamp and he recognized [t By the|

deseription In the tale. It Was Very
“funny.” There wans a litle school-
mistress, whose bovigh appearance hail
gtruck him when she applied for and
recelved his Influence with the Minfster

of Publig Instruction to get her o place. |

A year later he Induced her to put on
male attire and be his guest at dinner,
together with a couple of society ladies,
In the character of a schoolboy,  His
delight was unbounded when he fonund
that nelther of the other guests= pene-
truted the disguise, nor yet rancois,
who walted the table, and to whom
he confided the scorct, with peals of
laughter, the next morning,

Nothing In the book I more attrae-

tive than the pleture of the storyvteller's
he ¢

those  with  whom

adored  him.

relations  with
lived, His  sallors
grocer on hearing of his death
Into tears, the firet his wife had seen
him shed In fifteen years, Especially
tonching was Maupassant's relation to
hlg mother, who had a large villa nean
hig own little place In Normandy anid
tonk an apartment on the Riviera to he
near him when he was there, It is in-
teresting, though not to the British or
Amerlecan matron edifying, to learn that
he discussed with her beforehand
plots  of “Mont-Orlol” and of “Fort
comme la Mort,” and that she couwld
never reconcile herscif to the tragic
ending of the second. She was a most
accomplished woman, setting a snjat-
terer in the classics right on Greek and
Latin and speaking two or three mod-
ern languages in perfection, or what
seemed perfection to the good Francois,

Incorrigible and unscrupulous moral-
ists Insisted at the time of the novel-
Ist's awful death that it was the work
of Nemesig or “Poena,” as Horace has it,
Ileally this book seems to give them
some ald and comfort, Women, singly
or in groupe, come and go In these pages
as guests of a bachelor without attract-
ing from Francols more than a casual
glance, There s one, however, of whom
he speaks with great bitterncss, de-
nouncing her as a “vampire,” and de-
claring that but for her his master
might have lived long. She appears and
disappears and reappears “in a gray
tallor made dress with a gold bhelt”
She shadowed the last decade of Mau-
passant’'s life, One day he told Fran-
cols that he bad seen her first in 1883
on an lsland in the Seine, algpe and
buried in “Une Vie.” The last we hear
of her s by a telegram of New Year's
greeting in 1892, that very New Your's
day when Maupassant cut his throat
at Cannes, sayving just afterward to his
valet, “This 18 absolute madness."” 1t was
Just after the attempt upon his own life
that he wag removed to the retreat at
Passy, where his falthful servant
could not remain with him, and where
he died In July, 1583, All readers have
reazon to be grateful to Francols for
this modest and plous chronicle,
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MUIR PICTURES YOSEMITE.

As He Saw the Wonderfnl Reglon
Daring 1808,

One of the strongest features of the
Century Company's summer list is serious
in nature but fascinating in content and
treatment. Moreover, no ona hook is
likely to make a stronger hid for favor
from summer tourists than a picture of
“The Yosemita" by John Mujr. No
traveller nowadays, however, can hape
to make his approach to this wonderful
place and see what Mr. Muir saw on his
firet trip in 1868,

*When I set out,” savs Mr. Muir, “on
the long excursion that finally led to
California 1 wandered afoot along from
Indiana to the Gulf of Mexico with a
plant press on my back, holding a gener-
ally southward course like the birds
when they are going from summer tn
winter. From the west coast of Florida
I crossed the Gulf to Cuba, enjoyed the
rich and tropical florn there for a fow
months, intending to go thence ta the
north end of South Ameriea, make my
way through the woods to the head-
waters of the Amazon and float down that
grand river to the ocean.

“But I was unable to find a ship hound
for South America —fortunately, perhaps,
for I kna incredibly little money for s
long a trip and had not yet fully recovered
from a Fever caught in the Florida BWiamps,
Therefore, I decided to visit Calitornia for
a yearor two to see its wondorful lora and
the famons Yosemite Valley, Al 11e
world was before me and avery dav was
a holiday, so it did not seem important
to which one of the world's wildermesses
I should first wander.

“Arriving by the Panama staamery, |
stopped one day in San Franelseo andd
then inguired for the nearest way ont of
town. "Bul whera do you want to g
arked the man to whom 1 had apolied for
this important information. "o any
pluce that is wild' | waid. This renly
startled him. He seamed (o four 1 m,;:m
he crazy and therefore the sooner | was
ot of town the bettor, so he directed
me to the Oakland ferry

“Bo, on the first of April, 1808, [ st ont
afoot for the Yosetnte. 3t was the Idoom
time of the year over the iowlind. and
coast ranges; the lindscipes of the Ranta
Clara Valley wore fuirly drenched with
sunshine, zll the air was quivering witi,
asongs of the mendow Larks and the hills
weora so coversd with flowers that
seemed to be paintod
my progress  through  thess  gloriongs
mountains, tha fiest of the itornia
florn | had seen. Catile and cultivinion
were making few scars vet, and | w.ay

they
Slow indeed wis

the |

solid granite flank of the range. Tha
wnlls are made up of rocks, mountaink in
size, partly separated from sach other hy
side oanons, and they are soshesr in fron
and ao compactly and harmoniously ap.
rnged on a level floor that the vallay,
comprehansively seen, looks like an jm.
mense hall or temple lighted from above,

“Hut no temple made with hands can
compare with Yoremite, FEvery rock i
ita walls seems to glow with life, Soma
lean back in majestic repose; others abwo.
Iutely sheor, or nearly so, for thousandas of
feet, advance beyond their companions
in thoughtful attitudes, giving weleome
to storms and calms alike, reemingly
aware yet hovdless of everything goicg
on abont rtnem,

“Awful in stern, immovable majesty,
how woftly these rocks are adorned and
how fine and reassuring the company
they keep, their feet among  beautify)
grooves and meadows, their brows in the
{sky, a thousand flowers leaning confi-
Ldeni ly against their feet buthed in oods of
| water, floods of light, while the snow and
(waterfalls, the wind and avalanches and
clonds shine and sing and wreathe about
them as the years go by, and myriads of

small  winged  creastures - hirds,  bess,
| butterflies  give glad animation and help
"to make all the a‘r into music. Down
through the middle of the valley flows the
crystal Merced, River of Merey, peace.
| fully quiet, reflecting lilies and trees and
the onlooking rocks; things frail and fleer-

ing and types of endurunce meeting here
and blending in countless forms, ns ¢
into this one mountain mansion nature
| had gathered her choicest treasiures to
draw her lovers into clase and confiding
| communion with her.”
‘ Mr, Muir tells of an exclting adventure
that onee came unexpectedly to him when
| he was enjoying the Yosemite Fall by
mocnlight:

“A wild geene but not a safe one ” he
rave, “is made by the moon as it appears
i through the edge of the Yosemite Fall

when ene is behind it. Ohee after en.
| joving the night song of the waters and

watching the formation of the colored
| bow ag the moon came arcund the domey
| and sent her beame into the wild upro.r
i 1 ventured ont on the narrow bench that
extends hack of the fall from Fern Lodge
and begun to admire the dim veiled
grandeur of the view

“1 conld see the fine gauzy threads of
the fall's tilmy border by having the light
Lin front, and, wishing to look £t the moon
!through the meshes of some of the denser
|portiona of the fall, 1 ventured to creep
further behind it while it was gently
'wind swayed without taking aufhcient
“thought about the consequences of (e
swiying back to its netural position after
{the wind pressure should be removed
i The e®oct was enchanting, fine savage

musi~ sounding above, benesth, around
jme, while the moon, apparently in the
| very midst of the rushing waters, seemed
to be struggling to keep her place on ac-
F'eount of the ever varying form and density
[of the woter masses through which she
win seen, now darkly veiled or eclipsed
by & rush of thick headed comets, now
| fashing out through openings between
| their tails.

i "l was in fariyland between the dark
{wall and the wild throng of illumined
| waters, but suffered sudden disenchant-
| ment, for, like the witch scene in ‘Alloway
Kirk,” ‘in an instant all was dark.” Down
(eame a dash of spent comets, thin and
harmless looking in the distance, but they
felt desperately solid and stony when they
struck my shoulders, like a mixture of
choking spray and gravel and big hail-
stones

“Instinctively dropping to my kndes, I

{gripped an angle of the rock, curled up
'like a young fern frond with m( face
| pressed against my breast, and in this
|attitude submitted as best 1 could to my
[thundering bath. The heavier masses
{seemed to strike like cobblestones and
there wes a confused noise of many
waters about my ears—hissing, gurgling,
| clashing sounds thet were not heard as
imusic.  The situation was quickly real-
jized. How fast one's thoughts burn in
(time of stress! | was weighing chances
of escape. Would the column be swayed
(a few inches away from the wall or would
(it come yot closer? The fall waa in flood
iand not so lightly would itsa ponderous
| mass be swaved. My fate seemed to de-
pend on a breath of ‘idle wind." It waa
imoved gently forward, the pounding
| ceased and I was once more visitad by
|glimpses of the moon. But fearing 1
[might be caught at a disadvantace in
{ making too hasty a retreat, 1 moved only
(a few feet along the bench to where a
{ block of ice lay: 1 wedged mysal? be-
ilwm-n the ice and the wall and lay face
downward until the steadiness of the
| light gave encouragement to rise and get
laway.

“Somewhat nerve shaken, drenched and
benumbed, 1 made out to build & fire,
warmed myself, ran home, reached my
cabin before daylight, got an hour or two
of sleep and awoke sound and comfort-
ahle, better, not worse, for my hard mid-
night bath *

In his exhaustive treatment of the
Yosemite Mr. Muir includes the routes
and directions for many excursions,
planned with reference to the amount of
time at the tourist's disposal.

My, Balfour's Demand of Literatare.

From the London Dealy Mail,

Mr. Balfour, in proposing the toast of
“Literature” at the anniversary dinner
of the Roval Literary Fund at the White-
hall Booms last night, sald:

“1think that literature s less cheerful
(now than it was when 1 was youne. [t
may be because 1 am growing old that 1
take this gloomier view of literary effort,
but wtill 1 personally like the spring day
and Lrizght sun and the birds singing and
if there be a shower or a storm that it
should be simply a passing episode in the
landscaps, to be followed immediatajyv by
a return to hrilliant sunshine, While that
i= what 1 preter 1 of course admir that 1he
great, the preturesgue, the striking storm
i“= a magniflicent subject forartistic treats
ment and is well worthy of the efforts of 8
wreat artist,

“lamnot quite so sure, howeaver, aboud
the dreary dav in which nothing is seen,
17 which the landscape does not change, in
vhich there s a steady bhur not vielent
downpour of rain, 1 do not say that that
oncht not 1o be treated a subiect of
Lovratare, bt 4t is not what 1 ask of literse
ture

What T ask trom literature  mainhy® 1w
[ ihat in a world that is tull of sadness and
full of diffienlt v, in which you come through
the dav wearied, in whieh v come back
from vour work wearied you should nnd
in terature something which represents
e which is true in the higher sense of
truth or what is imagined 1o be true, but
which does cheor us, Therefore when I
ask yvou to drink the toast of  Literature
I siall mysell sotto voee say ‘not literalm
mervelyv, bt that leratare in particuls
which sevved the gredt cause of cheering
us all np,

]
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The Rothachilds as Writers,

Fromm the andon Chranicle

Althomeh Hterat ure has never ||rm'[u|¥‘l!
mitlbosnaire, several nullionaires hove proe
dueed diterature, The Hothschilds alone
| have between them written enough books
f o A o pand siced shell The most prolifie
writer of the tamily is Dr. Henri de Rothe
| et Bestdes *La Rampe,” just proe
pduced at the Vattle Theatre, this versatile
P pbitacral s recponsihle [or several medicsl
Pworhs and abont hall @ gozen trayed DOOAS,

crary and artistie Parlstans. He had | dored enchantod in long wa orne ey, | 0001 soie intesssting ® Notes  Suf
Dumar and Zalu to dinner, separately, | kpawing by my pochol W Lhat ¥ o " S A ieterge

and confided 1o Francols that the tor- Valley lay to the vast and | should V Il‘;“ The iest histury of the French posih
mer was delfuhtfal, but that though he | g it B BHTOLY L svrvien 1s by Maron Arthur de lothsohild
adimired Zola's books «"his lllerary \niu.-( “The Yosemite i sitintod i the Do vl Baren Yames, the lute |..-m1' ol ”I..
very considerable”) he did not at alljaf the Mevosd Rivee a0 an clevoinm ot on o ! g S e

like the man, He wan toushod by Gous | 4 000 fees khave the lvel af the e 10 o e et aard Rothachlid s
: NEE Peiuest fur sume vorses (0 I8 ) ahout seven mniles long, tall n ile o g0 0 T A otk
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